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i-ir. Pajd (Jordon, (Jayor 
v^ity of tVederick 
Frederick, Md. 21701 

Dear *^r. Ciordon, 

Your letter of the bth makes no mention of what I wrote you about and tluit not for 
the._firot time, a seriously dan^jerous condition about which the city cun do somethini^ at 
a trifling cost, paintinj^ stripes on tlio edges of Shooksto\/n Hoad* 

There ore financial problems and tliey ore likely to increase but the fact remains 
that this is a recogni::ed danger the city told me beginning at least five yours ago it 
was going to do some tiling about and year after year never did. 

I Imve no idea what the cost \to\ild be. I do believe it would be slight and I am certain 
it would bo leas than what was wasted on ’the si^eciol-interest nonsense of painting those 
large letters in a dozen place on l^wer Shookstown Hoad when until it had to be chani^d 
the speed limit was^ lowered to 20 m.p.h. iuid then Iwiving to handpaixt the "20" out. 

kdiat you say about the county being unwil.lng to assume a responsibility you say it 
has may well be true. I c«.rtainly liave no basis for disputing you on this. But tliero is 
another way of looldjig at it: the city, in its greed for expanding its tax base, lias 
steadily absorbed areas of the county in the city - sneclficctlly including the stretch 
of road in question.If it had not then tlie reap jonsibility would have been tlie county's. 

But that stretch is within th«i city and I believe you and the city cannot ignore your 
responsibility for it, whotlior or not you tliink the county should pay some of the cost 
that ^ b< 5 lieve will be insignificant, of painting a stripe alohg a relatively .short bit 
of roadway. The only out-of-pocket cost to the city will be that of the paint, little. 

I*n sorry for the area and for you that the one-wa:^ bridge is bein(j rebuilt without 
widening it. As the area grows, and it is certfiinly growing, that will become even more 
of a bottleneck and a liazard. I hope in tiu(j it does not get to be knovm as "Gordon's 
Folly#" *4ievitably it will have to b<; don<j and when it is wliat you arc a.x>ndiju; on it 
now may well bo largely wasted. 

If your arguoment were to be applied other tlian as you do then the state could soon 
be coming to the city for the city to bear some of the costs of the state roads used so 
heavily by the people of the city. Then the federal g(;vernmont would, too. 

Please face the realities ami get this simple and inexpensive job done so tlwit there 
need not be as much cUmger to life and property wlien.it can be reduced or elijoinated. 


Sincerely, 



